It is a time to reflect but also look ahead at what the upcoming years has in store. This is the 14th year in publishing a technical journal presenting papers covering a broad spectrum of metalcasting focused research, science, and development in a peer-reviewed venue to a global audience. As with the preceding 49 issues, this milestone 50th issue starts with the prologue 'From the Editor' acting as an opening of a story that establishes the setting. This is a list of the ones that have gone before: The topics covered in these editorials have ranged the spectrum from the roles of education, research, leadership, mentoring, and communication to the challenges facing our industry with the hope this can stimulate reflective thought and discussion. This issue highlights the impressive work of undergraduate students presented during the AFS-FEF Student Technology Contest at the 123rd Metalcasting Congress held last April in Atlanta. Organized by the American Foundry Society (AFS) and the Foundry Educational Foundation (FEF), this is an opportunity for students to showcase their undergraduate …milestone 50th issue starts with the prologue… research projects and be published in a cited journal. We also look forward to the summer issue which will be a focus edition of select papers from the Second Carl Loper Cast Iron Symposium.
As always, our mission continues to be focused on ''leading the transfer of research and technology for the global metalcasting industry.''
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